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     McIntosh County Middle School 

500 Green St. Darien Ga. 31305 

Principal: Merwan Massa 

 

 
Dear MCMS Parents and Students, 

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for a great 2010-2011 school 

year. All of the hard work from students and support from parents, along with high 

expectations from faculty and staff and a visionary leadership from Dr. Hunter and the 

Board of Education, has allowed McIntosh County Middle school to earn AYP 

(Adequate Yearly Progress) for the third year in a row! In addition, we had the best 

scores in school history in the areas of Reading/ELA and Math. Again, thank you for the 

dedication and support you have provided to your child! We can proudly walk down our 

hallways and know that, as a team, we can accomplish any goal set with hard work and 

determination! 

 

 I am excited about the upcoming 2011-2012 school year. The faculty and staff at 

MCMS have been working hard to develop a solid, systematic approach to education. 

Our educators are lifelong learners, taking part in long-term professional development, 

always seeking more effective, innovative ways to motivate, stimulate and encourage 

your child to learn the academic content, based on current educational research. This 

ensures that every student will receive high-quality instruction, specifically designed to 

meet his/her individual needs. I am confident that as we move forward, we will continue 

to provide an outstanding education to the students of McIntosh County Middle School.  

 

I encourage you, as a parent, to be involved in your child’s education. I invite you 

to come, visit your child’s classroom, and observe them in their learning environment. 

We will be sending progress reports home every three weeks, so you can monitor your 

child’s progress. We welcome you to call and schedule a time to talk with your child’s 

teacher or myself about his/her progress any time you deem necessary. Teachers utilize 

every second of classroom time as instructional time; it is very important that your child 

is at school every day and on time to each of his/her classes. 

 

We understand that middle school is a big transition, but each one of you, as 

involved, motivated parents, has the potential to raise the bar. I challenge you to take part 

in making this the best academic school year your child has ever had!!! Together, we can 

succeed in meeting all of the challenges your middle school student may face. Thank you 

in advance for your support and cooperation! 

 

Your Middle School Principal, 

Merwan Massa 
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         28. POLICY  UPDATES  

  

 Mission Statement 
It is the mission of McIntosh county Middle School to prepare all students to meet or 

exceed middle school academic standards so that they will be successful at the high 

school level and beyond.  Regardless of gender, race, age, experience, or background, 

each student and staff member will be treated fairly and with respect.  Through 

collaboration within the total school community, our students will grow and learn in a 

positive atmosphere where faculty, staff, parents, and students are dedicated and 

committed to the teaching/learning process.  
 

 

School Systems Important Phone Numbers. 
Todd-Grant (912)437-6675 

Oak Grove (912)437-6655 

Middle School (912)437-6685 

High School (912)437-6691 

Board of Education (912)437-6645 

Emergency Hotline (912)437-9000 

Campus Police (912)437-8900 

 

 

BOOK  BAGS 
Book Bags may be brought to school.  Book bags are subject to search and seizure, 

with reasonable suspicion, by administrative staff. 

 

GUM, CANDY, SODAS 
These items are not allowed on school campus or in classes.  Candy will only be 

permitted on campus when sold as a school-sponsored club fundraiser. 

 

FLOWERS/FOOD 
Flowers for students will not be accepted during the school day.  Food from outside 

sources will not be delivered to the student. 

 

HALLWAY PASSES/PROCEDURES 
Students must have a hall pass when they leave the classroom for any reason.  Student 

agenda planners will be used as a hall pass.  Respect and courtesy to other students and 

teachers should be exercised in halls and walkways.  Traffic should keep to the right to 

minimize congestion.  Running, shoving, hitting, tripping, and/or pushing will not be 

tolerated. As these are signs of Bullying. 

 

ILLNESS AT SCHOOL 
Students must have a signed Agenda from the classroom teacher and report to the nurse’s 

office.  Repeated or chronic visits to the Nurse’s office will require documentation from a 

physician. 
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LOCKERS 
Lockers are available for all students during the school year.  All students must purchase 

a school lock.  The cost of the lock is $5.00.  Students may not bring locks from home 

to be placed on lockers, and lockers may not be shared.  The student is solely 

responsible for the contents of the locker.  The administration of the school has the 

right to search lockers at any time deemed necessary. 

 

 

USE OF TELEPHONES 
The telephones at McIntosh County Middle School are provided for business purposes 

and emergencies only.  Please make all necessary transportation arrangements prior to 

your child reporting to school.  In order to limit classroom disruptions, messages will 

not be delivered to students.  The only exception to this rule will be for emergencies 

only. 

Cell Phones 

Display or use of cell phones and other electronic devices during the 

instructional day is prohibited.  

Because of the increased use of cell phones during the school day, ANY 

cell phone heard or seen by an employee WILL be confiscated and 

returned to the student’s parents/guardian. If a cell phone is confiscated 

a second time, it will be returned at the end of the school year.  

 

Please note: The school is NOT responsible for any item lost, stolen, or 

damaged.  
 

Bus Passes 
Students needing to ride a bus other than their regular bus must have a written note from 

a parent. This note must be presented to the front office secretary for verification prior to 

9:00 a.m., in order to receive a bus pass.  

 

Grading Scale: 
A: 90-100, B: 80-89, C: 70-79, F: Below 70 

Honor Roll: 
Nine weeks, semester, and /or yearly honor roll will be based on the following averages: 

A Honor Roll 90-100 

A/B Honor Role 80-100 

*Progress reports will be given to students every three weeks. 

Report cards will be mailed out every nine weeks 
 

Promotion Requirements 
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For an eighth grade student to be promoted he or she must meet or exceed the 

standard on the Criterion-Reference Competency Test(CRCT) in Reading and 

Mathematics and meet promotion standards and criteria established by the local 

board of education for the school that student attends. 

Eligibility 

 

School attendance is required for the entire school day on the day of any proposed 

school activity in which a student wishes to participate. This means that a student 

may not miss any portion of the school day or he /she will be ineligible to participate 

on that day. 

 

 For Sports/Cheerleaders: Middle school students participating in competitive 

interscholastic activities must receive credit for at least four of five classes to be 

promoted to the next grade. The classes are 1) Language Arts, 2) Mathematics, 3) 

Science, 4) Social Studies, and 5) Related Arts. The grading period shall be a 

semester as specified by the board of education policy. The same period shall also 

be a minimum length of the ineligibility period. Middle school students can 

participate in middle school sports programs for three years, however only 

seventh and eight graders will be considered for football. 

   

 

 

 For extracurricular activities (excluding sports), participation in these events is 

based solely on the student’s discipline and academic records for six-weeks prior 

to the event.  Any student currently serving an Out-of-School Suspension 

consequence will not be eligible to attend these activities. 

 

 A parent signature and permission is required for any student participating in a 

club or organization. 

 

 The following organizations are operating at McIntosh County Middle School: 

Band - Director – Mrs. Brittany Thurston– The mission of the band is to promote 

cultural and aesthetic appreciation of the arts through competition and related 

activities. 

Football – Coach Carl Pollock – The mission of the football program is to 

promote good sportsmanship, teamwork, and knowledge of the sport through 

football competition and related activities. 

Basketball boys/girls – Coach Carl Pollock Coach Brittany Swafford – The 

mission of the basketball program is to promote good sportsmanship, teamwork, 

and knowledge of the sport through basketball competition and related activities. 

Cheerleading – Coach Amanda Pruett– The mission of the cheerleading program 

is to promote school spirit, teamwork, good sportsmanship, and knowledge of the 

sport through competition and related activities. 

Softball – Coach Rose Harrison – The mission of the softball program is to 

promote good sportsmanship, teamwork, and knowledge of the sport through 

softball competition and related activities. 
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Baseball – Coach Ron Smith- The mission of the softball program is to promote 

good sportsmanship, teamwork, and knowledge of the sport through baseball 

competition and related activities. 

Girl’s Cross Country/Track – Coach Tawana Armstrong - The mission of the 

softball program is to promote good sportsmanship, teamwork, and knowledge of 

the sport through cross country/track competition and related activities. 

 

Athletic Director –Mike Simmons – 912-437-8864 

 

**As new clubs are formed, the sponsor’s name and mission of the club will be 

provided for your information. 

 

ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE TIMES 

It is the desire of the McIntosh County Middle School to assure that all children 

are safe and free from harm while on the school grounds.  To this end, parents 

should not bring students to the campus before 7:20 a.m. and must make 

arrangements for the student to be picked up no later than 3:30 p.m.  The school 

will not be held liable or responsible for students arriving to school prior to 7:20 

a.m. and departing after 3:30 p.m.  Exceptions to this practice are allowed when 

the student is involved in a school sponsored before or after school activity where 

a designated adult has been identified as responsible for supervision of the 

student.   

 

Infractions of this policy will result in action being taken to remedy the problem.  

The action may include a parent consultation with a school administrator.  

Chronic or serious incidents of a student being found on school grounds without 

proper supervision will result in a report being filed with the appropriate law 

enforcement agency and the Department of Family and Children Services.    

 

 

DRESS CODE 
A student is expected to exercise good judgment in his/her choice of dress, making 

sure that it is appropriate for school.  Clothing, hairstyle, make-up, etc., must not be 

a distraction, immodest, inflammatory, or offensive. Nose rings or body piercing is 

not allowed at MCMS. The determination as to the appropriateness of any item will 

be made by the faculty and administration, but the following guidelines should be 

observed: 

 Shorts, pants, and skirts must be worn to reach the fingertips of the student when 

his/her arms hang normally.  Finger tip length is measured by standing up straight 

with shoulders back and arms by your side.  If the fingers touch skin, the clothing 

is not permitted.  Splits in skirts/dresses/shorts cannot reach above the fingertips 

when his/her arms hang normally. 

 All shorts, pants, and skirts must be worn at the waistline.  Pants with holes or 

slits are not permitted.  Clothes must not be body hugging or sagging.  Clothing 

must not be oversized or poorly fitted, so as to allow sagging of the pants. 
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 All students must wear shoes.  Shoes must be tied, buckled, or worn as the 

manufacturer intended.  Bedroom shoes or sports slides, flip flops with plugs, 

shoes with spiked or high heels, or shoes that cause undue attention or are a safety 

hazard are prohibited. 

 No clothing that displays profanity suggestive or sexually explicit phrases, 

alcohol, tobacco, or drug advertisements shall be worn.  Garments symbolic of 

fraternities, sororities, non-school sponsored student clubs/societies are prohibited 

on school grounds, at school functions and athletic events.  Clothing should not 

have words or symbols that are offensive or demeaning to others. 

 No hats and/or sun visors are to be worn inside the school building, including 

around the neck or attached to belt loops.  Combs, head coverings, picks, 

headbands, sunglasses, and hair curlers are not to be worn.  Bandannas are not 

allowed on campus. 

 Shirts that expose cleavage, bare midriffs or bare backs, undergarments, shirt with 

sides out, strapless tops, halter tops, garments made of net or any see-through 

fabric, sweat bands, tank tops, or muscle shirts are not to be worn at school.  The 

width of the strap over the shoulder must be at least 2 inches.  No low-cut, 

revealing clothing is permitted. 

 Long chains with heavy medallions or pocket chains are not to be worn or brought 

to school. 

 Any other dress deemed to be indecent, inappropriate, or disruptive to the 

school learning environment will be addressed by the administration of the 

school on an as needed basis. 

 

The above items will be enforced on a daily basis by all teachers each period.  

Should a student not be in compliance with the dress code, he/she will be 

required to comply with the dress code before returning to class.  If the student 

is not able to comply with the dress code, the student will be assigned ISS for the 

remainder of the school day.  If a student goes home to change clothing in order 

to comply with the dress code, the absence will be counted as an “unexcused” 

absence in classes missed.  All students must comply with the above dress code 

for the entire school day.  This includes cheerleaders/dance team, flag corps, and 

other groups except during performances.  The dress code is still in effect after 

school as long as the student is on campus. 

 

Repeated violations of the dress code will result in additional punitive 

consequences. 

 Golden Rule of Dress:  If you are not sure it’s OK, don’t wear it! 
      Remember that the dress code is still in effect after school as long as the           

      student is on campus. 

 

Parent Involvement Plan 
The McIntosh County Middle School community recognizes the importance of parent 

involvement to reach individual student goals for successful completion of middle school 

requirements for high school and beyond.  In an effort to facilitate this involvement, a 

plan has been formulated and is outlined in this report.  Educational research clearly 
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shows that parents who are actively involved in their child’s learning at home help their 

children become more successful learners in and out of school.  In our efforts to improve 

student achievement, McIntosh County Middle School has established objectives and will 

implement strategies to increase parent and community involvement with our school.  

(NCLB Act of 2001 Section 1118-1-16) 

 

McIntosh County Middle School has an open door policy that encourages parents to visit 

the school.  Our parent involvement meetings are designed to provide them with 

resources and materials they need to become more effective and actively involved in their 

child’s education.  We will continue to provide our parents and community with various 

forms of communication such as: 

 Parent/Student Handbook 

 Monthly Calendar 

 Flyers 

 PTA 

 Phone Calls 

 Agenda 

 Parent Information Nights and Parent Book Fair Night 

 Handouts given at each of these events:  Thanksgiving Luncheon, Christmas 

Luncheon, Grandparents’ Luncheon, Parents’n’Pastries, and Bingo for Books 

 Website 

 The Darien Newspaper 

 Local TV Station 

 School Marquis 

 

(NCLB Act of 2001 Section 1118-1-16) 

 

An initial meeting and subsequent communications will be held to inform parents of the 

school’s Title I Plan, its requirements, and their right to be involved in the program.  

McIntosh County Middle School will assist parents in the understanding of the State’s 

academic content standards and upcoming performance standards.  Information on State 

and local assessments used to measure student progress and the proficiency levels that the 

students are expected to meet is shared with parents.  Title I funds will be provided for 

transportation as needed.  (NCLB Act of 2001 Section 1118-4 and 16) 

 

Parents will be involved in planning, reviewing, and improving programs for Title I in an 

organized, ongoing and timely way.  A written notice will be given to all parents of the 

students identified as needing program services.  A monthly community sponsored page 

will be published in the local newspaper and the county wide website will be accessed to 

highlight the students’ achievements and interpreting assessment results to monitor the 

progression of the school program.  The school will also describe the curriculum and the 

assessments used by the LEA to measure student progress in meeting the State’s student 

achievement standards.  (NCLB Act of 2001 Section 1118-4 and 16) 

 

The school community will include a Parent Resource Center strategically located to 

facilitate parent and community involvement in the school program.  The Parent 
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Resource Center will also provide parents with information, materials, resources, and 

training in order to help their children with their academic success.  Literacy and 

technology training will be provided as appropriate to foster parental involvement and 

increased student achievement.  Through regular meetings, the school will provide the 

opportunity to volunteer and participate in the decision making process by offering 

suggestions and receiving timely feedback to their suggestions.  (NCLB Act of 2001 

Section 1118-10-12 and 3) 

 

Ideas will be shared for monitoring attendance, completing homework, and opportunities 

for volunteering at McIntosh County Middle School through our school wide website, 

monthly newspaper publication, flyers and monthly calendars.  Efforts will be made to 

provide a supportive and effective learning environment by collaborating with the ESOL 

personnel and other appropriate departments to provide pertinent information for parents 

where English is not their first language.  Parents and students with disabilities will also 

be accommodated with collaboration of the Special Education Department at the school 

and county levels.  An annual survey will be sent to parents of Title I students. The data 

will be collected and submitted including unsatisfactory comments regarding the school 

plan to the LEA.   (NCLB Act of 2001 Section 1118-8-1-, 13 and 15) 

 

To build ties between home and school, parents will assist in the professional 

development of activities for teachers and school staff, in the utility of contributions of 

parents, and in how to reach out to communicate with, and work with parents as equal 

partners.  McIntosh County Middle School will implement and coordinate parent 

programs in order to build ties between home and school.  In addition, formal compacts 

between teachers, students, and parents will be employed to specify everyone’s 

contributing role in teaching the individual student’s goals.  Parent/teacher conferences 

will be held at least annually to relate individual student’s achievement to the compact.  

Parents will be informed of their student’s academic progress every three weeks.  Parents 

will be encouraged to participate in their child’s class and observe classroom activities.  

They will also be given the opportunity to suggest other activities that would provide 

additional parental support.  (NCLB Act of 2001 Section 1118-16-7)  

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
A student shall not be absent from school or from any class or other required 

school hours except for illness or other providential cause, unless with written 

permission of the teacher, principal or their duly authorized school official.  NO 

more than five 10 days per year will be allowed for absences excused or 

unexcused.  Days not in attendance because of official suspensions or 

expulsions may be counted toward this limit. Students placed in the 

hospital/homebound program shall be considered present in accordance with 

the policies and procedures governing the administration of the 

hospital/homebound program.  No student shall encourage, urge or counsel 

other students to violate this policy.  Excused absences include: 

 personal illness and when attendance in school would endanger their health or 

the health of others; 
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 a serious illness or death in their immediate family necessitating absence from 

school; 

 when mandated by order of governmental agencies, including pre-induction 

physical examinations for service in the armed forces, or by court order; 

 celebration of religious holidays; 

 conditions that render attendance impossible or hazardous to their health or 

safety; 

 registering to vote or voting, for a period not to exceed one day. 

 

Compulsory school attendance is required for all students residing in 

McIntosh, according to the specifications of the laws of Georgia. Any parent, 

guardian, or other person residing in the state who has control or charge of a 

child or children and who shall violate the law shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be subject to a fine not to 

exceed $100 or imprisonment not to exceed 30 days, or both, at the discretion 

of the court having jurisdiction. 

 

If a middle school student misses 6 or more days per class, the student with a 

passing grade will receive no credit for the semester. Failing grades will be  

posted regardless of attendance; however, the student will be carried on the 

roll and expected to perform as any other of the class. 

 

Exceptions to the non-credit rule will be students: 

1. who are hospital/homebound, 

2. who exceed the 5 day limit due to school-sponsored activities, 

3. and who have received an exception following a requested hardship 

hearing.  

  

           An Attendance Appeals Committee at the school may recommend credit. This 

           committee will consider extenuating circumstances, such as medical and/or  

           legal reasons.  To appeal, contact the principal. 

 

            Tardies to class will be handled as a discipline issue with appropriate  

            consequences assigned to the student. 

  

 1
st
 Tardy – Warning 

 2
nd

 Tardy – Phone call made to parent from the classroom teacher. 

 3
rd

 Tardy – ½ day ISS  

 4
th

 Tardy – 1 day ISS 

 5
th

 Tardy 3 days ISS 

  

 An unemancipated minor who is older than the age of mandatory  

attendance as required in subsection (a) of 20-2-690.1 who has not completed 

all requirements for high school diploma who wished to withdraw from school 

shall have the written permission of his or her parent or legal guardian prior 

to withdrawing. Prior to accepting such permission, the school principal  or 
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designee shall convene a conference with the child and parent or legal 

guardian within two (2) school days of receiving notice of the intent of the 

child to withdraw from school. The principal or designee shall make a 

reasonable attempt to share with the student and parent or legal guardian the 

educational options available, including the opportunity to pursue a general 

education development (GED) diploma and the consequences of not having 

earned a high school diploma, including lower lifetime earnings, fewer jobs for 

which the students will be qualified, and the inability to avail oneself of higher 

educational opportunities. 

 

 

IMPORTANT FACT! 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE IMPACTS THE SCHOOL’S ADEQUATE 

YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP) STATUS! WHEN STUDENTS MISS SCHOOL 

THEY MISS CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION! 

 

MAKEUP WORK: 

Students will be given 24 hours in which to makeup work for every 24 hours that 

a student was absent from school.  For example:  A student who was absent for 2 

days will be given 2 days in which to makeup any missed work. 

 

            

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION AT SCHOOL 

    Over the Counter Medication: 

    Medication must be in the original labeled container and brought to the school by 

the PARENT. (NO BAGGIES, ALUMINUM FOIL, ETC.)  Parent/guardian must 

provide specific instructions, as well as the medication and any related equipment 

needed. It will be the responsibility of the parent/guardian to inform the school nurse, or 

designed staff, of any changes. A parent authorization form must be signed and no 

changes in dosage will be made without the completion of a new authorization. Unused 

medication must be picked up within one week after the medication is discontinued, or 

the remaining medication will be destroyed. 

 

Medication taken by students should be done under the direct supervision of school staff. 

 

Medications should be kept under strict controls and only designated staff should have 

access.  

 

Medication that needs to be taken daily or 2-3 times a day should be given at home unless 

the physician specifically states a time during the school day at which it must be given. 

(A medication that is to be given 3 times a day can be given before the student leaves 

home, when he/she gets home from school, an again at bedtime, unless the physician 

gives specific orders otherwise.) 

 

Medications should be stored in clean, secure, locked area accessible only to designated 

staff. 
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Controlled Substances: 

Controlled substances must, by law, be kept under double lock and key. (locked 

cabinet/locked room) 

 

When any controlled substance is brought to school, the tablets/capsules are to be 

counted and documented on the Medication Administration Record with the name of the 

student, name of medication, dosage, time of administration, and the number of tablets or 

capsules received.  A daily, running count is to be kept. 

 

Controlled substances CANNOT be sent home with the student! 

 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT: 
 

Certain forms of misconduct and disobedience of school rules and board policy by 

students make it necessary for administrators to take disciplinary action. Disciplinary 

action is intended to correct or change students’ behavior and help them to become more 

productive members of the school community.  It should be understood that the list of 

offenses that follows includes on those which are found to be the most common 

infraction of school rules.  Because other forms of misbehavior are not listed does not 

mean that they will be permitted.  Each classroom teacher will deal with general 

classroom disruptions by taking in-class disciplinary action, by making a personal phone 

call to students’ parents or guardians, and by scheduling conferences with 

parents/guardians and other school staff members. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
We will not allow one student to interfere with the teaching of a whole class of 

students.  In order for instruction to occur in a safe environment, there must be a 

cooperative relationship between students, parents, and the school system.  To assure 

success, students, parents, and the school system all have responsibilities. 

The Code of conduct is in force: 

1.   on school grounds during, before, or after school hours; 

2.   on the school grounds at any other time when the school is being used by 

any school group; 

3.   off grounds at a school activity, function, or event; 

4.   en route to and from school on a school bus; 

5.   off the school grounds while the student is in attendance at school or any 

school function that is otherwise subject to jurisdiction of school 

authorities. 

 

RESPECT FOR PERSONS AND PROPERTY 

Public and private safety are constitutional rights.  Students, parents, and school staff 

need to work together to see that these rights are preserved in our schools.  Students have 

an obligation to assume responsibility for their own actions in a climate that fosters 

respect for persons and property. 

Student Rights: 
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 To be treated with respect by other students, school personnel and campus visitors 

 To expect that your property will be respected by other students and school 

personnel 

 To have a safe and orderly school 

 

Student Responsibilities: 

 To treat other student, school personnel, and campus visitors with respect. 

 To respect others’ property by not damaging or taking it. 

 To treat school property with respect and to act in a way that does not interfere 

with the rights of others and is not harmful to the health and /or safety of others. 

 To seek help to avoid a fight. 

 

Student Rules: 

 Follow teachers’ and other school employees’ directions. 

 Adhere to bus drivers’ directions and school bus rules. 

 Follow each rule of the school and School Board. 

 

McIntosh county Middle School’s primary goal is the education of students in grades six 

through eight.  In order to fulfill this goal, it is necessary to maintain an atmosphere that 

is conducive to learning.  Teachers must be allowed to teach, and students must be 

allowed to learn.  Whenever one student interferes with this process, it is necessary to 

impose consequences that will deter such behaviors.  For this reason, progressive 

discipline procedures will be used to correct undesirable behaviors.  Progressive 

discipline processes are designed to create the expectation that the degree of discipline 

will be in proportion to the severity of the behavior.  The progressive discipline plan is 

divided into four levels.   Each level represents progressively more serious misbehavior 

and consequences. 

 

All disciplinary actions in the code of conduct are at the discretion of the school 

administrator.  Individual circumstances, age, disability, student’s discipline history, 

severity of offense, degree of premeditation, impulse, self-defense, and/or other factors 

may be taken into consideration when decisions are made with an attempt to be consistent 

and fair, and every effort will be made to protect the rights and dignity of the student.  All 

due process procedures required by federal and state law will be followed. 

 

Any suspended student is not allowed on any county school campus or activity for any 

reason during the term of suspension.  This includes extra-curricular activities.  Any 

suspended student who is on campus or present at any school sponsored function within 

the county during the term of suspension is subject to criminal trespassing and may be 

turned over to the authorities. 

 

Student Reporting of Acts of Sexual Abuse or Misconduct 
 

20-2-751.7. (a) The Professional Standards Commission shall establish a state mandated process for 

students to follow in reporting instances of alleged inappropriate behavior by a teacher, administrator, or 

other school employee toward a student which shall not prohibit the ability of a student to report the 

incident to law enforcement authorities.  Each local school system shall be required to implement and 
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follow such state mandated process and shall include the mandated process in student handbooks and in 

employee handbooks or policies. 
 

                        

(a) Any student (or parent or friend of a student) who has been the victim of an 

act of sexual abuse or sexual misconduct by a teacher, administrator or other school 

system employee is urged to make an oral report of the act to any teacher, counselor 

or administrator at his/her school. 

 

(b) Any teacher, counselor or administrator receiving a report of sexual abuse or 

sexual misconduct of a student by a teacher, administrator or other employee shall 

make an oral report of the incident immediately by telephone or otherwise to the school 

principal or principal’s designee within 24 hours.  If the principal is the person accused of 

the sexual abuse or sexual misconduct, the oral and written reports should be made to the 

superintendent or the superintendent’s designee. 

 

(c) Any school principal or principal’s designee receiving a report of sexual abuse as 

defined in O.C.G.A. 19-7-5 shall make an oral report immediately, but in no case 

later than 24 hours from the time there is reasonable cause to believe a child has 

been abused.  The report should be made by telephone and followed by a written 

report in writing, if requested, to a child welfare agency providing protective 

services, as designated by the Department of Human Resources, or, in the absence 

of such agency, to an appropriate police authority or district attorney. 

 

Reports of acts of sexual misconduct against a student by a teacher, administrator 

or other employee not covered by O.C.G.A.  19-7-5 or 20-2-1184 shall be 

investigated immediately by school or system personnel.  If the 

investigation of the allegation of sexual misconduct indicates a reasonable cause to 

believe that the report of sexual misconduct is valid, the school principal or 

principal’s designee shall make an immediate written report to 

the superintendent and the Professional Standards Commission Ethics Division. 

 

 

 

DISCIPLINE PLAN 
All violations that occur on, but not limited to school property, school activities, or 

school-sponsored functions, including incidents that occur at bus stops witnessed by a 

school system official are subject to the following actions: 

 

Level I Discipline 

Level I Discipline is used for minor acts of misconduct which interfere with orderly 

school procedures, school functions, extracurricular programs, approved transportation, a 

student’s own learning, or the learning of others.  Students may be disciplined by the 

professional staff member involved or may be referred directly to the principal or other 

administrator. 

The principal or assistant principal may utilize any of the above discipline 

management techniques, and/or may employ: 
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1
st
 Offense; Student participation in conference with parent/guardian, teacher, 

and/or principal; 

2
nd

 Offense; 1-2 days ISS assigned New Century or E-20/20 

3
rd

 Offense; 2-3 days ISS assigned New Century or E-20/20 

4
th

 offense: Any other disciplinary technique that positively promotes the 

student code of conduct. *Goes to Level II 

 

Level II Discipline 

Level II discipline offenses are intermediate acts of misconduct which require 

administrative intervention.  These acts include, but are not limited to, repeated, but 

unrelated, acts of minor misconduct and misbehavior directed against a person or 

property but which do not seriously endanger the health, safety, or well-being of others.  

Consideration of necessary behavior support services should be given if not already 

provided. 

 

Students guilty of a Level II offense may receive any of the discipline management 

techniques appropriate for the situation as determined by the principal or designee, 

including, but not limited to the following: 

 1
st
 Offense: 3 days ISS/OSS assigned New Century or E-20/20 

 2
nd

 Offense; 4 days ISS/OSS assigned New Century or E-20/20 

 3
rd

 Offense 5 days ISS/OSS RTI hearing required, assigned New Century or 

E-20/20 

 4
th
 Offense * Goes to Level III 

Level III Discipline 

Level III discipline offenses are serious acts of misconduct including, but not limited to, 

repeated misbehavior that is similar in nature, serious disruptions of the school 

environment, threats to health, safety, or property and other acts of serious misconduct.  

These offenses must be reported to the administrative staff.  Offenses that threaten the 

health, safety, or well-being of others may result in immediate suspension of the student 

from the school and/or school-sponsored activities for up to ten (10) school days pending 

disciplinary investigation of the allegations.   Student and parent/guardian participation in 

a conference with the principal is an element of all discipline actions in this category, 

even if such a conference has previously occurred.  Initiation of necessary behavior 

support services should be given if not already provided.  Due process procedures 

required by federal and state law will be followed.  These may include such procedures as 

the school disciplinary tribunal and/or procedural safeguards provided by the 1997 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

 

Students guilty of a Level III offense may receive any of the discipline management 

techniques appropriate for the situation as determined by the principal or designee, 

including, but not limited to the following: 

1
st
 Offense: Five days In-School suspension (ISS)/(OSS) assigned New 

Century, E-20/20 

2
nd

 Offense:  Up to 10 days In-school suspension (ISS)/(OSS) for second and 

subsequent offenses;  
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3
rd

 Offense: DPS preventive program for a stay of up to 2 weeks. * Goes to 

Level IV 

 

Level IV Discipline 

Level IV discipline offenses are the most serious act of misconduct.  These offenses must 

be immediately reported to the principal.  These violations are so serious that they require 

the use of outside agencies and/or law enforcement.  Such acts will also result in criminal 

penalties being imposed.  Any misconduct that threatens the health, safety, or well-being 

of others will result in immediate suspension of the student from the school and/or 

school-sponsored activities for up to ten (10) school days, pending disciplinary 

investigation of the allegations. Student and parent/guardian participation in a conference 

with the principal is an element of all discipline actions in this category even if such a 

conference has previously occurred.  Initiation of necessary behavior support services 

should be given if not already provided.  Due process procedures required by federal and 

state law will be followed.  These may include such procedures as the school disciplinary 

tribunal and/or procedural safeguards provided by the 1997 Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act. 

 

Students guilty of a Level IV offense will receive any of the discipline management 

techniques appropriate for the situation as determined by the principal or designee, 

including, but not limited to the following: 

1
st
 Offense: Ten days Out-of School (OSS) with a referral for a disciplinary 

tribunal hearing; charges will be filed with the appropriate law enforcement 

agencies. DPS placement will apply for any offense that includes Drugs, 

Guns, and Assault on any employee. 

2
nd

 Offense: Placement in DPS for the grading period, semester or the 

remainder of the year. 

 

TRANSPORTATION: 

 Please be advised that buses are videotaped at all times. Students may only 

ride their assigned bus to and from school. Students who violate safety and discipline 

codes of conduct may have their riding privileges suspended or terminated. 

 Disciplinary infractions occurring during transportation will follow these 

guidelines: 

 1
st
 Offense; -warning to parents 

 2
nd

 Offense; 1-2 day bus suspension  

 3
rd

 Offense; 3-4 days bus suspension 

 4
th
 Offense; 5-7 days bus suspension 

 5
th
 Offense; 10 days bus suspension or Loss of riding privileges. 

  

 

 

1. WEAPONS:  POSSESSION OF, USE OF, ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 

“Weapon” means and includes any pistol, revolver, or any weapon designed or intended 

to propel a missile of any kind, or any dirk, bowie knife, switchblade  knife, ballistic 

knife, any other knife having a blade of two or more inches, straight-edge razor, razor 
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blade, spring stick, metal knucks, blackjack, any bat, club, or other bludgeoning type 

weapon, or any flailing instrument consisting of two or more rigid parts connected in 

such a manner as to allow them to swing freely, which may be known as a nunchuck, 

nunchaku, shuriken, or fighting chain, or any disc, of whatever configuration, having at 

least two points or pointed blades which is designed to be thrown or propelled and which 

may be known as a throwing star or oriental dart, or any weapon of like kind, and any 

stun gun or taser defined in subsection  (A) of Code Section 16-11-106. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  LEVEL IV 

 

2. PHYSICAL OR VERBAL ASSAULT, AND/OR BATTERY 

(Includes profanity, and/or foul language directed to any teacher, administrator, bus 

driver, system employee, student, or any persons attending school related functions.  No 

student will be allowed to threaten or intimidate another student or an employee in any 

way.  Threats of physical force or violence are prohibited.) 

 

Student suspended immediately and removed from school to insure the safety of other 

students and staff.  A disciplinary hearing will be conducted before the student returns to 

school.  The student faces long-term suspension or permanent expulsion.  These incidents 

can be referred to the appropriate officials. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 

 

3.  ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, NARCOTICS, AND/OR STIMULANT DRUGS,      

ETC. 

A student may not possess, use, be under the influence of, sell or distribute alcoholic 

beverages, narcotics, and/or stimulant drugs or willfully misrepresent or misuse items 

as drugs. 

 Possession, sale, use in any amount, distribution, or being under the influence 

of any narcotic drug, hallucinogenic, drug, amphetamine, barbiturates, 

marijuana, drug paraphernalia, alcoholic beverage, or other intoxicant. 

 Sale, attempted sale, distribution, or being under the influence of a 

prescription or over the counter drug. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level IV 

 

Note:  In every case of possession or sale of a controlled substance, law enforcement 

and parents will be notified.  The principal or designee shall be authorized to search 

individual students whenever there is reasonable suspicion of a violation of school 

rules or board policy.  This includes, but is not limited to a student’s person, book 

bag, vehicle, and locker. 

 

4.  FALSE ALARMS/BOMB THREAT 

 Transmitting in any manner to a fire department, public, or private, to any other 

group which is organized for the purpose of preventing or controlling fires a false 

report, knowing at the time that there is no reasonable grounds for believing that such 

a fire exists, is guilty of a misdemeanor. (See O.C.G.A 16-10-27) 
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DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level IV 

 

5.  DESTRUCTIVE DEVICES – It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, 

possess, transport, distribute, or use a hoax device or replica of a destructive device 

or detonator with the intent to cause another to believe that such hoax device or 

replica is a destructive device or detonator. (O.C.G.A. 16-7-85) 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level IV 

 

B.  RELEASE ODORS OR SMOKE – A student may not release or be in 

possession of items that (when released) cause an offensive smell, odor, or smoke.  

The release of these items causes major disruptions to  the learning process, 

classroom environment, and/or normal school operations. (Example:  Stink bomb) 

 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 

 

6.  BULLYING/HARASSMENT/INTIMIDATION/VERBAL ABUSE – A student is 

not allowed to intimidate others by threatening force or injury to their person or property. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II, III, or IV 

 

7.  BURGLARY, THEFT, VANDALISM/GRAFFITI, DAMAGE TO OR 

DESTRUCTION OF PERSONAL OR SCHOOL PROPERTY -  A student is not 

permitted to steal, destroy, or damage any school property or any property belonging to a 

school employee or to another student.  (Restitution for damages and/or suspension or 

referral to a Disciplinary Tribunal as well as referral to the appropriate officials.) 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 

 

8. CHEATING – A student is not allowed to copy another’s work and submit it as 

his/her own.  A student may not secure answers from others or provide answers to others 

on individual school assignments and/or tests.  Any form of cheating will not be 

tolerated.  The assignment involved in the infraction will be counted as a zero. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:   Level I or II 

 

9.  CHRONIC VIOLATION OF SCHOOL RULES AND POLICIES 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II, III, or IV 

 

10.  CLASSROOM DISTURBANCES – A student will not commit acts which cause 

disruption to learning opportunities and/or threaten the safety of other students. 

 A.  MINOR:  Not a serious disruption of learning opportunities for other    

  members of the class. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I 

 

 B.  MAJOR:  any act, which causes substantial disruption of the learning 

 opportunities or threatens the safety of other students. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II, III, or IV 
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11. CRIMINAL LAW VIOLATIONS:  A student who has committed a violation of 

the criminal laws and whose presence on the school campus may endanger the 

safety of other students or cause substantial disruption to the school operation. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level IV 

 

12. CUTTING CLASS OR LEAVING CAMPUS WITHOUT PERMISSION 

(TRUANCY) 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, III, or IV 

 

13. DISRESPECT/DISOBEDIENCE:  A student is required to obey school rules, 

respect the authority of school personnel, identify oneself, carry out instruction of all 

school employees, and carry the proper ID card at all times during school hours and 

at school functions. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, III, or IV 

 

14. DISRESPECT (STUDENT):  Any behavior based on a student’s race, national 

origin, sex, or disability that is unwelcome, unwanted, and/or uninvited by the 

recipient is prohibited, including verbal or nonverbal taunting, physical contact, 

unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical 

contact of a sexual nature. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, III, or IV 

 

15. EXHORTATION:  Obtaining money or goods from another student by violence or 

threats. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II, III, or IV 

 

16. FAILURE TO SERVE ISS:  Refusal to serve assigned time in in-school 

suspension. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II or III 

 

17. FRAUDULENT INFORMATION ON A SCHOOL FORM – FORGING 

NOTES FROM PARENTS – TAMPERING WITH SCHOOL RECORDS 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II or III 

 

18. GAMBLING:  Any participation in games of chance for money and/or other items 

of value are forbidden on school property (buses included) or any school-sponsored 

activity. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II or III 

 

19. GANG RELATED ACTIVITIES:  Individuals or gangs who intimidate, or who 

advocate or promote activities, which potentially disrupt the learning environment or 

threaten the well being of persons or property.  Gang behavior, violence, signs or 

dress will not be tolerated. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 
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20. GENERAL STUDENT MISCONDUCT:  Breaking in lines, running in the halls, 

horseplay, eating and drinking in restricted areas, possession of radios.  CD or tape 

players, loud in the halls, etc. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, III, IV 

 

21. INAPPROPRIATE SHOW OF AFFECTION:  A student shall not engage in any 

inappropriate display of affection with another student to include, but not limited to, 

kissing and embracing. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I or II 

 

22. LITTERING 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I or II 

 

23. LUNCH:  Students may not leave the campus for lunch or bring food or drink on 

campus for lunch from another commercial location. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I or II 

 

24. POSSESSION OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES:  Electronic communication 

devices are not allowed in school.  Electronic devices interrupt the school 

environment and will be confiscated.  (See O.C.G.A. 20-2-1183) 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, or III 

 

25. PROFANITY:  A student is not permitted to use profane or obscene language or 

vulgar and/or obscene gestures in the presence of school employees, other students, 

or school visitor.  Obscene materials are not allowed on school property. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, or III 

 

26. SEXUAL HARASSMENT:  A student must refrain from making comments of 

a sexual nature that offends or causes tension for others.  A student may not 

make sexual advances, request sexual favor, or be involved in sexual conduct of 

any nature, or indecent exposure at school or any school-related function.  

(Also see O.C.G.A. 16-6-3) 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II, III, or IV 

 

27. SMOKING, CHEWING, AND/OR POSSESSION OR USE OF TOBACCO, 

OR TOBACCO-RELATED PRODUCTS:  A student is not allowed to use or 

possess any kind of tobacco or tobacco-related product (lighters, matches, and other 

flammable materials) on school property, while in attendance at any school-

sponsored activity, or within sight of the school campus.  

 (Note:  Two or more students are not allowed in the same bathroom stall.  Students 

breaking this rule will be referred for discipline measures.) 

DISCIPLINE ACTION:  Level II, III, IV 

 

28. VIOLENCE/BATTERY:  Fighting (Retaliation is considered fighting.) 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 
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 B.  Extreme Intentional Violence – A student is not allowed to maliciously 

 cause bodily harm to another student by seriously disfiguring his body or a 

 member thereof.  Any threats to do harm to students, teachers, or the school 

 building are prohibited. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 

 

29. UNAUTHORIZED SALES:  No student will be allowed to sell any items for profit 

for himself, for others, or for organizations outside the school while on campus.  

Only those students who are authorized to participate in school-sponsored, fund-

raising activities will be allowed to sell any merchandise on campus. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, III, or IV 

 

30. CONDUCT OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL TIME/AWAY FROM SCHOOL THAT 

POSES A THREAT TO THE SCHOOL:  A student who commits any act or 

exhibits conduct outside of school hours or away from school which may adversely 

affect the educational process or endanger the health, property, safety, morals, or 

well-being of other students, teachers, or employees within the school system will be 

disciplined hereunder. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 

 

31.  FALSELY ACCUSING SCHOOL EMPLOYEE OF WRONGDOING:   any 

student who makes an accusation against a teacher, administrator, or other school 

employee which is proven to be false may be subject to appropriate discipline. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level III or IV 

 

32. PASSIVE INVOLVEMENT IN MISBEHAVIOR OF ANY 

KIND/INTERFERING WITH THE EFFORTS OF SCHOOL PERSONNEL TO 

RESTORE AND MAINTAIN ORDER BEFORE, DURING, OR AFTER A 

FIGHT:  Students who have knowledge or witness acts of misbehavior or crime and do 

not report it to the proper officials may be subject to appropriate discipline.  Students 

who prevent school personnel and/or administrators from restoring/maintaining order to 

a school after a fight are subject to appropriate discipline. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II, III, or IV 

 

33. TRESPASSING/BEING IN AN UNAUTHORIZED AREA:  A student assigned 

to one school may not visit the campus of another school without reporting to the 

principal’s office and obtaining permission to be on that campus.  If a suspended 

student is on campus, he/she is considered trespassing. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level II, III, or IV 

 

34. MISBEHAVIOR ON THE BUS:  The bus is an extension of the classroom/school, 

and the bus driver should be extended the same respect as a classroom teacher.  Any 

offense covered in the Student Behavior Code of conduct that occurs en route to and 

from school and/or on a school vehicle will be administered as if it occurred on 

school property. 
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Bus Misconduct:  Failure to comply with rules of bus safety or the Student Behavior 

Code. 

Bus Suspension:  The student is suspended from the bus for a specified period of time 

by the local school administrator.  The student is expected to attend school, but the 

parents are responsible for providing transportation to school. 

 A written report will be submitted by the bus driver to the principal or 

designee. 

 Contact with student and parent. 

 Removal from bus for one to ten days, and parent must have conference with    

administration before the student resumes riding the bus. 

 Removal from bus for the remainder of the school year. 

 

35. Misuse and abuse of Internet Access:  A student may not use computer Internet 

services to access/send obscene or inappropriate materials. 

 DISCIPLINARY ACTION:   Level I, II, III, or IV 

Note:  Students accessing inappropriate material will lose Internet privileges. 

 

36. Miscellaneous Contraband:  A student may not possess any energy or high-

caffeine products. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I or II 

 

37. BEHAVIOR NOT COVERED ABOVE:  A student will be punished for any 

behavior which interferes with the normal school operations.  Punishment will be at 

the administrator’s discretion 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:  Level I, II, III, or IV 

 

38. Parents/Guardians and other adults:  O.C.G.A. 20-2-1182 makes the act of 

“upbraiding, insulting, or abusing teachers, bus drivers, and administrators on school 

property or on a school bus in the presence of students and refusing to leave the 

premises or bus a misdemeanor for parents, guardians, or persons other than 

students.  Violation may be reported to the proper authorities. 

 

**It should always be understood that any offenses not listed in these procedures 

will be dealt with on an individual basis by school administrators, and appropriate 

consequences will be assigned as deemed to be fair and consistent with this process. 

 

SEARCH AND SEIZURE 

The Principal or designee possesses the authority to conduct reasonable interrogations of 

students to investigate and punish students’ misconduct properly.  The administration 

possesses the authority to conduct inspections of students’ school lockers or articles 

carried upon their person.  Administrators also may conduct a reasonable search of any 

student based on a reasonable suspicion that the student has on his/her person any 

item(s) in violation of school rules.  Items are subject to confiscation.  If a school official 

has reasonable suspicion, a more intrusive search of a student’s person may be 

conducted.  All violations of law will be reported to the proper authorities.  
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INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE STANDARDS  

MCINTOSH COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM 

All students must read the Internet Acceptance Use Agreement as designated in the 

Student Handbook and shall indicate acceptance of the agreement by their signature for 

the Student Handbook. 

The McIntosh County School System recognizes that electronic media such as the 

Internet offer vast, diverse, and unique resources to both students and teachers that 

should promote educational excellence in our school by facilitating resource sharing and 

innovation.  All users of Internet services must maintain strict compliance with all 

applicable ethical and legal rules and regulations.  Failure to comply with these 

administration procedures shall be deemed grounds for revocation of privileges, potential 

disciplinary and/or appropriate legal action.  Local schools may establish additional 

regulatory guidelines for use of electronic resources that include, but are not limited to, 

guidelines established by this system –wide procedure. 

 

Internet – Terms and Conditions 

1. Acceptable Use:  The purpose of the Internet is to support research and education in 

and among academic institutions in the U. S. by providing access to unique resources 

and the opportunity for collaborative work.  Internet use must be in support of 

educational endeavors and research consistent with the objectives of the McIntosh 

County School System.  Transmission of any material in violation of any federal or 

state regulation is prohibited.  This includes, but is not limited to, copyrighted 

material, threatening or obscene materials, inappropriate adult sites, or material 

protected by trade us.  Use for commercial activities is not acceptable.  Use for 

product advertisement or political lobbying is prohibited.  Unauthorized access to 

restricted sites, serves, files, and databases are prohibited.  Unauthorized access to 

sites (e.g. “hacking”) is prohibited.  Use of Internet games, MUDS (Multi User 

Dungeons), and ITC’s (Internet Relay Chats) is not allowed. 

 

2. Privileges:  The use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use 

will result in cancellation of those privileges.  Students will have access privileges 

only at school under the supervision of a teacher.  The system administrators will 

deem what is inappropriate use and access at any time, as required.  An 

administrator, faculty member, or staff member of the McIntosh County School   

System may request denial, revocation, or suspension of a specific user. 

 

 

3.  Guidelines for Use:  The following guidelines shall be observed when using the 

Internet service through the school: 

 Users shall be polite, courteous, and respectful during all sessions on the 

Internet, including use of e-mail.  Users must use appropriate language. 

 Profanity, obscenity, or any vulgarity is prohibited. 

 Electronic mail (e-Mail) and telecommunications are not to be utilized to 

share confidential information about students and other employees. 

 Electronic Mail is NOT private, and inappropriate or illegal messages will be 

reported to the authorities. 
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 Illegal activities are strictly prohibited. 

 The disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal information such as 

mailing address, phone number, or social security number etc. is prohibited. 

 Do not use the network in a manner that disrupts the use of network by other 

users. 

 All communications and information accessible via the Internet should be 

assumed to be subject to copyright law. 

 

4.  Disclaimer - The McIntosh county School System makes no warranties of any kind,        

whether expressed or implied, for the Internet service it provides.  The school system is 

not responsible for any damages suffered by users.  This includes the loss of data 

resulting from delays, nondeliveries, misdeliveries, or service interruptions caused for 

any reason.  Use of information obtained is at the user’s risk.  The school system 

specifically denies responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained 

through its Internet service.   

 

5. Commercial services are available on the Internet.  Though prohibited, if a user 

chooses to access these services, the individual is liable for any and all incurred cost. 

 

6.  Security – Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when the 

system involves many users.  If you suspect a security problem on the Internet, you are 

required to notify the principal or system administrator.  Do not demonstrate the problem 

to other users.  Never use another individual’s account.  Attempts to log on to the 

Internet, as a network administrator will result in cancellation of user privileges.  Any 

user(s) identified as a security risk or having a history or problems with other computer 

systems may be denied access to the Internet. 

 

7.  Vandalism – Vandalism will result in immediate cancellation of privileges, 

disciplinary action, and may result in school suspension.  Vandalism is defined as any 

malicious attempt to harm or destroy computerized data of another user, on the Internet, 

or on other networks that are connected to any other network.  This includes, but is not 

limited to, uploading or creation of computer viruses. 

 

8.  Accountability – Since the Internet opens up the world to unrestricted access; teachers 

cannot assume the responsibility for monitoring every document to which a student may 

gain access.  Therefore, teachers are not to be held accountable for what the student may 

access through the Internet beyond instructional directives.  All users are fully 

responsible for their own actions, including legal, financial, or otherwise.  All users are 

responsible for reporting inappropriate materials and location to the teacher in charge 

immediately 

 

9.  Enforcement – Violating any of the guidelines can result in: 

 Restricted access to computing. 

 Temporary or permanent loss of access to computing facilities and equipment 

 Disciplinary action to include suspension and/or expulsion. 
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 Disciplinary or legal action including, but not limited to, criminal prosecution 

under appropriate state and federal laws.  Violations of state law will be reported 

to proper enforcement authorities. 

 McIntosh County System’s internal procedures for enforcement of its policies are 

independent of possible prosecution under the law. 

 Users who damage hardware or software shall be responsible for the replacement 

cost. 

10.  Procedure for Use – Faculty and staff will provide supervision of student access to 

the Internet.  Users will be required to obtain permission from a teacher before using the 

Internet.  Any computer that provides access to the Internet will have a filtering software 

installed to block or filter access to content that is obscene, pornographic, or harmful to 

minors on Internet-connected computers used by minors. All students must read and sign 

the Student Agreement for.  Parents or guardians must sign the Parent consent form and 

return it to the school. 

 

11.  Internet Safety – The Superintendent shall, with respect to any computers belonging 

to the McIntosh County System and having access to the Internet: 

 Insure that a qualifying “technology protection measure,” as that term is defined 

in section 1703(b)(1) of the Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000, is 

installed and in continuous operation; and 

 Institute, maintain and enforce procedures or guidelines which provide for 

monitoring the online activities of users and the use of the chosen technology 

protection measure to prevent access to visual depictions that are (1) obscene, (2) 

child pornography, or (3) violent, (4) dealing with hate or (5) “harmful to 

minors,” as that term is defined in section 1721© of the Children’s Internet 

Protection Act of 2000. 

 

The Superintendent shall, with respect to access to the Internet by or through 

computers, networks, or other devices belonging to the McIntosh county School 

System, institute, maintain, and enforce procedures or guidelines: 

 Provide for monitoring the online activities of users to limit, to the extent 

practicable, access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet and 

the World Wide Web; 

 Are designed to promote the safety and security of minors when using 

electronic mail, and other forms of direct electronic communications; 

 Are designed to prevent unauthorized access, including so-called “hacking”, 

and other unauthorized activities by minors online; 

 Are designed to prevent the unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination 

of personal identification information regarding minors; and 

 Are designed to restrict minors’ access to materials “harmful to minors,” as 

that term is defined in section 1721(c) of the Children’s Internet Protection 

Act of 2000.  

 

Student Acceptance of Terms and conditions for Computer/Internet Usages 

Students must abide by the Terms and Conditions for Internet/computer usage, which 

may include e-mail accounts in some schools.  Any violation of the regulations above is 
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unethical and may constitute a criminal offense.  Violations may result in revocations of 

privileges, school disciplinary action, and/or initiation of appropriate legal action. 

 

Important Notice to Parents 

The school system is using Internet filtering technology to block or filter access to 

content that is obscene, pornographic, or harmful to minors on Internet-connected 

computers used by minors.  Parents are notified that filtering technology does not block 

access to all inappropriate sites one hundred percent of the time.  Due to the nature of the 

Internet, it is neither practical nor possible for the Board of Education to enforce 

compliance with user rules at all times.  Accordingly, parents and students must 

recognize that students will be required to make independent decisions and use good 

judgment in their use of the Internet.  Therefore, parents must participate in the decision 

whether to allow their children access to the Internet and must communicate their own 

expectations to their children regarding its use. 

 

Parents/guardians must be provided a copy of the Terms and Conditions for 

computer/Internet use.  Internet access is designed for educational purposes, and student 

access will be monitored.  Any conduct by a student that is in conflict with these 

responsibilities is inappropriate, and such behavior may result in the termination of 

Internet access and possible disciplinary action.  The Board makes no assurance of any 

kind, whether expressed or implied, regarding any Internet services provided.  The school 

system or individual schools in the system will not be responsible for any damages the 

student/user suffers.  Use of any information obtained via the Internet is at the student’s 

own risk.  The school system specifically denies any responsibilities for the accuracy or 

quality of information or software obtained through its services.  Further, 

parents/guardians must agree to compensate the school unit for any expenses or costs it 

incurs as a result of their child’s violation of the Internet/computer usage agreement. 

 

A parent or guardian must give permission for their child to access the Internet for 

educational purposes.  IF YOU DO NOT WANT YOUR CHILD TO HAVE ACCESS 

TO THE INTERNET FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES WHILE AT SCHOOL, 

PLEASE NOTIFY IS IN WRITING. 

 

Internet use Faculty Acceptance of Terms and Conditions: 

Faculty and staff members must abide by the Terms and Conditions for 

Internet/Computer usage, including electronic mail (e-mail), as listed in this policy.  Any 

violation of the regulations listed in this policy may be unethical, a breach of the code of 

Ethics for Educators, and may constitute a criminal offense.  A violation may result in 

access privileges being revoked, disciplinary action being taken and/or appropriate legal 

action being initiated.  Faculty and staff members are responsible for instruction and 

monitoring students on acceptable use of the Internet and computers. 

 

HOW CAN YOU, AS A PARENT, HELP YOUR CHILD? 

 Assist your child in reaching their goal of reading 25 books by listening to 

them read, allowing them to see you reading, or by reading aloud parts of 

the book with them. 
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 Ask your child often about what they are doing in school or about what 

they are reading. 

 Check with teachers often to determine if your child needs assistance.  If 

they need assistance, please ask for it. 

 If you feel that your child needs more time in either Reading or Math, 

please let the school know of your concerns. 

 Visit your child at school in order to get a first-hand view of their classes. 

 Check your child’s Agenda for messages from the teachers on a daily 

basis.  Send messages to the teachers through the Agenda. 

 Please become familiar with MCMS school web page. 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETINGS 

School Council Meetings are held each month of the year. If you are interested in being 

part of the MCMS School Council please contact Mr. Massa. Meeting dates will be 

available at the middle school office.   

 

Procedures for Obtaining Access to Student Records 

 

Any person whose parental rights have not been specifically revoked by court order, any 

guardian, or any individual acting as a parent in the absence of a parent or guardian may 

inspect the education record of his/her child during the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., 

Monday through Friday while school is in session.  Generally, a parent will be permitted 

to obtain a copy of education records of his/her child upon reasonable notice and payment 

of reasonable copying fee of twenty-five cents per page. 

 

Student records will be forwarded to school within or outside the McIntosh County 

School System upon request of the school where a student is enrolling.  Procedures for 

obtaining access to student records are outlined in the McIntosh County Board of 

Education Policy Manual under J-Student Record.  The website for this manual is 

www.mcintosh.k12.ga.us. 

 

PARENT NOTIFICATION 

In compliance with the requirements of the NO Child Left Behind statute, the McIntosh 

county School System informs parents that you may request information about the 

professional qualifications of your child’s teacher(s).  The following information may be 

requested: 

1) Certification; 

2) College major/graduate certification or degree held by the teacher; 

3) Qualifications of the paraprofessional, if paraprofessional services 

are provided. 

If you wish to request information concerning your child’s teacher(s)’ qualifications, 

please contact the principal at 437-6685. 

 

 

 

http://www.mcintosh.k12.ga.us/
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July 2009 Policy UPDATES 
 
 
•         Internet Safety 
  
       Policy Code Impacted:  IFBG-Internet Acceptable Use, IFBGE – Internet Safety 
 
 
“The school system shall have in operation procedures or guidelines concerning 

online activities of students to be developed by the Superintendent, administrators, 
and/or other appropriate personnel. Such guidelines or procedures shall be designed 
to provide for students age-appropriate instruction regarding safe and appropriate 
online behavior, including interacting with others on social networking sites and in 
chat rooms; behaviors that may constitute cyber bullying; and how to respond when 
subjected to cyber bullying.”  

 
 
•         SB 8 – Auto-Injectable Epinephrine 
  
       Policy Code Impacted:  JGCD – Medicines 
  
 
This policy authorizes a student to carry and be allowed to self-administer 
prescription auto-injectable epinephrine, commonly called an “epi pen.”  The policy 
must provide that in order for a student to carry and self-administer an epi pen, a 
parent must provide: (1) a written statement from the doctor detailing medication 
administration details and confirming that the student is able to self-inject; (2) 
permission for the school to talk to the doctor if questions arise and (3) a release of 
the school from liability if the student suffers an adverse reaction as a result of self-
administration. The policy also must include “provisions to protect the safety of all 
students from the misuse or abuse” of epi pens. 
 
 
 

•         SB 114 – Educational Placement of Children in Military Families 
  
-          Policy Code Impacted:  JBC – School Admissions 
 
Children of parents on active military duty, with a few exceptions.  It requires that 
children’s school placement be based on “unofficial” records and that “official” 

records be requested simultaneously.  It further mandates that a student’s age not 
be a part of the placement decision if prerequisite requirements have been met in 
another state.  Receiving systems must honor placements determined by the sending 
schools, although nothing prohibits schools from conducting their own assessments 
once the student enrolls.  Schools must accept a special power of attorney for 
enrollment purposes, may not charge tuition to these students, and must “facilitate” 
their participation in extracurricular activities, as well as their on-time graduation.  
Schools may grant additional unexcused absences for students to visit with parents 
on leave. 

 

*** Any policy stated in this handbook is subject to change by the 

McIntosh County Board of Education. 
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The next few pages please sign and have your child return the forms to 

his/hers teacher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*I _______________________ the parent of 

______________________has read and agree with all of the above rules 

and regulations stated in the handbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McIntosh County Middle School  

Media Release Form 
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Principal: Merwan Massa 

 

 

Permission is herein granted for photographing, filming or 

videotaping of __________________________ while receiving 

instruction in the McIntosh County Schools.  
 

These photos, films and/or tapes will be used selectively for 

publicity, and/or educational purpose. At all times, Confidentiality 
will be respected.  

 

 
Please check below: 

____ I agree that my child may be photographed filmed or taped.  
____ I do NOT wish for my child to be photographed, filmed, or 

taped.  

 
 

 
Parents Signature 

 

Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PARENT-STUDENT-TEACHER COMPACT* 

 

 
School Name:       McIntosh County Middle School 
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School Mission: The mission of McIntosh County Middle School is to prepare all students to 

meet middle school academic standards so that they will be successful at the 

high school level and beyond.  Regardless of gender, race, age, experience, or 

background, each student and staff member will be treated fairly and with 

respect.  Through collaboration within the total school community, our students 

will grow and learn in a positive atmosphere where the faculty, staff, parents, 
and students together are dedicated and committed to the teaching/learning 

process. 

 

Slogan:   “Together We Can Achieve.” 

Compact Linked to Learning: 

This compact pledges our school community to increase student reading and math skills so all students will 

be proficient by the end of third grade. 

Parent’s Pledge:  I will 

Á Monitor my child’s progress and let the teacher know right away if I notice any problems. 

Á Use reading and math materials the school sends home each week to help my child. 

Á Read to my child 20 minutes a day and keep a list of new words. 

Á Limit TV to one hour a day and talk to my child about our favorite program. 
Á Help my child see how to use reading and math to pursue interests and goals. 

Student’s Pledge:  I will 

Á Ask for help from my teacher and family if I am having trouble doing my work. 

Á Read on my own and with my family every day. 

Á Work on my math and reading skills at home, using the materials my teacher sends home. 

Á Write down assignments, do my homework every day, and turn it in when it’s due. 

Á Talk to my family about my favorite TV program. 

As a teacher, I will: 

Á Build a relationship with every family in my class. 

Á Keep families informed of their children’s progress and needs in each subject. 

Á Make sure every student gets the help he/she needs as soon as it’s needed. 
Á Send home learning materials in math and reading. 

Á Explain my approach to teaching, expectations, and grading to students and their families. 

Á Work on my reading and math strategies so that I can reach all children. 

Á Make sure students understand assignments and what they’ll learn from them. 

As an Administrative Team:  We believe MCMS will continue to be successful, and we agree to: 

 Provide an environment that allows for positive communication between the teacher, parent, and 

student. 

 Support the teachers in providing high quality instruction. 

 Provide a safe and orderly environment conducive to learning. 

 Encourage students, their families, and staff to keep this compact. 

*Hand in hand we will work together to carry out the agreement of this contract.* 
 

Teacher_______________________________________ Date____________________ 

 

Student_______________________________________ Date____________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian_______________________________ Date __________________ 

 
Principal ______________________________________ Date ___________________ 

 

Assistant Principal ______________________________  Date __________________ 

 

 

 


